
BERKELEY BARB, AUGUST 13, 1965 

“What About the Citizen?” by Rychard Denner 

In 1965 I became a staffer on one of the first counter-culture underground 

newspapers, the Berkeley Barb, and wrote my first article, Where Is The Citizen? 

that landed on the front page of the premier edition. According to publisher Len 

Fulton (Dust Books) my article “put the coffin nails” in this Berkeley co-op paper 

which he co-directed.  I had been asked by Max Scheer to sell ads for his competing 

paper, The Pinch Penny Pricker. I didn’t have much luck selling ads on the Ave—

Moe’s was in and Cody’s a maybe—and suggested to Max that he change the name.  

With the help of Joel Beck’s design for the logo, we went to press on Friday 13, 

1965. I published my poems in the Barb, and Max dubbed me “Barb Poet.” 

 

 
Max Scheer, Berkeley Barb Editor and Founder, 1969  Photo by Harold Adler 

 

“Max pressed me into service.” 



 


